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Plug loads, those items that are not hard wired to
the building but plugged into electrical outlets,
have been the fastest growing end use in the
commercial sector, and their growth has caught the
attention of energy management professionals.

The computers, printers, copiers and other pieces of
equipment in an office frequently have features
allowing them to be shut down or put to sleep, but
for a variety of reasons these are not often
enabled.  Products without these features can often
be fitted with software or external devices to do
the same thing, but these are even less common.  

Seattle City Light encourages those who purchase
or lease equipment to pay attention to the energy
efficiency of that equipment, and enable sleep and
shut-down modes whenever possible.  Overcoming
technical and performance issues, and providing
education on the value of these features will be
required for their wider adoption and use. 

In conjunction with the Bonneville Power
Administration, City Light provides free external
devices that shut down compressors in cold drink
vending machines during times of little use.  This
section provides more detail on this particular
device and other strategies customers can use to
bring plug load energy consumption under control.

By monitoring the effectiveness of these
technologies, Seattle City Light hopes to be able to
provide more support for this important and
growing sector.
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